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Presented by Neville Oddie 


Neville began his talk by outlining the eco-friendly-farm vision- 
statement he developed. This included protecting the environment 
while maintaining agricultural production. 


The recent issue which caused some controversy in his local commu- 
nity was the development of a 3-turbine wind farm which began op- 
eration in April 2015. The turbines produce electricity needs for 
3500 homes. The energy will be used locally as this reduces losses 
during transmission. There have been no complaints since the tur- 
bines were erected. This is one example of Neville's aims to in- 
crease the diversity of farm enterprises which will improve resilience 
of the farm business. 


Neville aims to protect and enhance native grasslands on his farm. 
When developments in Melbourne, result in destruction of grass- 
lands, the developers are required to pay for offsets. This income 1s 
used to restore degraded grassland areas by introducing 50 - 60 spe- 
cies of grassland plants that have low populations. Grasslands are 
managed using fire to reduce the biomass. 


~The animals on the grasslands are 
‘monitored by placing tiles on the 
ground. Animals found sheltering 
under tiles include Legless Lizard, 
Fat-tail Dunnart, Spotted Marsh 
Frog and Litthe Whip Snake. As 
many as 11 Little Whip Snakes 
have been found under one tile. 


Brolgas have historically nested on 
several of Neville’s farm dams. 
When the area is not grazed the 


Photo: Brolga 


plant growth improves the habitat value of wetlands. Future works 
to provide shallow water-depths will also improve the habitat for 
Brolga and other birds. 


The on-farm indigenous nursery has grown 160,000 tree seedlings. 
Areas of the farm have been planted with Blue Gums and Red Gums 
for shelter and harvesting. The first crop of Blue Gums were har- 
vested for wood chips. The debris from logging was not burnt but 
left to decompose while providing food and habitat for fungi and 
fauna. The stumps that have now coppiced, will be pruned and 
eventually harvested for wood chips, biofuel or fire wood. Red 
Gums are a long-term project to provide habitat and fire wood. 
Trees, from selected seed to grow tall and straight, are being pruned 
to produce logs at least 6 metres long. 


Neville showed pictures of the Guthrie Falls on the Mt Emu Creek 
downstream from his farm. This is one of the best streams for Platy- 
pus in Western Victoria. 


Baillies Creek, flowing out of Lake Burrumbeet, runs through the 
farm between granite and basalt outcrops. The basalt escarpment is 
a good habitat for the Hairy Anchor Plant planted by the Field Natu- 
ralists' Club of Ballarat in 1990. Natural regeneration of Phragmites 
around water holes along the creek provide home for frogs. An old 
farm dam surrounded by Blue Gums has a population of Long- 
necked Tortoises. 


Red Gums surrounding a lake are regenerating where grazing has 
ceased. Tree Violets and Lignum bushes have also appeared. 


Neville was thanked for providing a clearly illustrated talk on the 
range of activities he has on his 700 hectare farm. He showed how 
he 1s achieving his aims to have a productive farm which has great 
biodiversity. 


John Gregurke 


something for ALL members 
July meeting : Understanding our Natural World 
Come to the meeting with a few sentences about a time when 


an action, idea or fact about nature gave you a new understanding about 
an aspect of the natural world. 


You may wish to bring an object or picture to assist you. 


Blackwood Fungi Excursion 
Leader: Les Hanrahan 


Club members were joined by 9 visitors for our annual fungi excur- 
sion. We met in the Garden of St Earth car park. The weather was 
cold, but in the forest we were sheltered from the strong north wind. 


We began looking at fungi growing under pine trees on the edge of 
the car park. These were mostly exotic species, including the red- 
capped Fly Agaric Amanita muscaria. Other exotics included the 
erey Tricholoma saponaceum and Russula integra which had a pur- 
plish-brown cap and light yellow gills. On most Russula species the 
cills run all the way from the rim of the cap to the stem, and the stem 
will break cleanly like a piece of chalk. On other genera of gilled 
fungi some of the gills run from the rim of the cap to the stem, some 
only part of the way. 


The small yellow spikes of the Pretty Horn Calocera sinensis were 
seen on a pine log. The photographic skill of a young boy, Indra, 
and his mother, allowed us to appreciate the beauty of the arched 
gills on a tiny white Mycena and the tiny teeth under the cap of 
Pseudohydnum gelatinosum. 


The remainder of the morning was spent along the track south of the 
car park through a moist fern gully. Les identified the fungi, only 
occasionally having to refer to his reference books or our knowl- 
edgeable visitors. One of the Mycena species seen was from the yel- 
low-stemmed Mycena epipterygia group. Some of this group have a 
cucumber smell. 


The blue Pixies Parasols Mycena interrupta were seen in small 
eroups on fallen logs. The Bleeding Mycena Mycena kuurkacea 

bled a red liquid when the stem was 
we crushed. A few dark brown-capped 
© gee Mycena cystidiosa fruit bodies were 

& ey seen among ground litter, as well as 
“| the white hair-like sterile stipes that 
are found with this species. Two 
amature specimens of the _ black- 
‘capped Nargan’s Bonnet Mycena 
nargan were on the same log where 
this species had been seen on previ- 


Photo: Mycena Kuurkacea OUS excursions. 


On a small stick the blue-green discs of Chlorociboria aeruginas- 
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cens contrasted with bright yellow discs of Bisporella citrina. A 
large group of brown puftballs Lycoperdon perlatum adorned a slope 
near a fenced mineshaft. The Rainbow Fungus 7rametes versicolour 
was seen on fallen logs and along upright branches. This species has 
a minutely-pored white under-surface. Another somewhat similar- 
shaped fungus, Stereum illudens has no pores on the smooth viola- 
ceous lower surface. Bright orange-yellow patches of Sterem ostrea 
were on one side of a Messmate tree. On the other side of the tree, 
the fan-shaped oyster shells of this species were starting to form. 
One of the jelly fungi, the White Jelly Tremella fuciformis was no- 
ticed on damp logs. 


After lunch we walked along a short 
mi section of the Lerderderg Track. 
‘This area was drier forest with a 
healthy understory. Once again we 
= saw a variety of fungi. Here we saw 
Bees Some Cortinarius species. When in 
=>" the immature button stage, the gills 
of this genus are covered with a 

Photo: Cortinarius cnrius cortina or veil of cobweb-like mate- 

rial. The remains of this veil may 
later be seen as brownish spore covered fibrils on the stem. The first 
Cortinar we saw was the green Cortinarius austrovenutus which had 
caps up to 70mm wide. Nearby were the off-white fruit bodies of 
Cortinarius austroalbidus. Some visitors could smell the curry 
odour of this species. Cortinarius persplendidus has a red cap with 
brilliant paprika red gills and a red to yellow stem with yellow myce- 
lium in the ground at the base. Indra was the first to find the Corti- 
narius canarii, a species that has a bright dane oe and stem. This 
species has a restricted range and 1s 7, 
found most often near Blackwood. 
Another Cortinar, also yellow, was 
the slimy capped Cortinarius 
sinapicolor. There was a large} 
eroup of Cortinarius austrocinna- |. ~ 
barinus with their hard to miss or- ff 
ange red caps and rusty brown fg 
gills. Under a tree was the best id +3 


Cortinarius archeri seen on the” 
excursion. This one had a deep Photo: Cortinarius archeri 
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purple glutinous cap with a purple mea a 
lower stem below a brown spore-|is¥s% 5-7" > y ) 
covered ring. amine’, 


A few of our group ventured down ah® 
steep slope toward the Lerderderg ae 
river to look under a log to see fea! 
Mucronella pendula. The fruit bod- [F 
ies were translucent white spearhead- gs 
shaped ‘stalactites’ up to 30mm long § 
on the underside of the log. One ™ ) ee 
coral fungi seen was Artomyces aus- Photo: Clavulinopsis sulcata 
tropiperatus, a light brown species that forms candelabra-like 
branches on wood. About mid afternoon we headed back to the car- 
park after seeing a large variety of the fungi kingdom. 


- Pp = —t. 


We thanked Les for leading the excursion, farewelled our visitors 
and returned to Ballarat. 


John Gregurke and Les Harahan 


Excerpts from Club Meeting Minutes June 5, 2015 
Attendance: Acting President, John Gregurke, welcomed 19 mem- 
bers and 7 visitors. Apologies: Claire & Peter Dalman, John 
Petheram, Carol Hall, Bill Murphy, Fran Hanrahan, Genny Binns, 
Jacki Metcalf, Ken Hammond, Elaine Gregurke, Elizabeth Thur- 
good, Peter Noble and John Mildren 


Business Arising from Previous Meeting: 


There are less than 10 Lichen Guides ($3), from Friends of Morwell 
NP left. Work continues on signage content and design for La Ger- 
che Trail grant project and is progressing well, with wording for in- 
terpretative signs now finalised and large labels ready to be printed. 


Correspondence: In: 


From Helen Lewers, WHAM: emails re. the following: The Minister 
for Roads has confirmed funding for the next section of Western 
Hwy duplication, prompting huge concerns for the environment be- 
cause most of the next section 1s through highly sensitive and signifi- 
cant vegetation; WHAM will be represented by Neil Marriott on a 
VicRoads “Environmental Consultation Group”, WHAM 1s working 
to secure a meeting (preferably on-site) with the Roads Minister and 
the Environment Minister; a community information session was 
held by WHAM giving them encouragement; they have raised the 
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possibility of a Scar tree being overlooked and illegally programmed 
for removal; WHAM has become incorporated and 1s seeking mem- 
bers (for an annual fee of $10). 


From ANN: the next ANN Get-Together to be hosted by the WANC 
next year from October 1-9, 2016. They are also organising pre- and 
post-ANN Get-Together Tours for those interested. 


OUT To WHAM: email asking that FNCB be added to their contact 
list to keep us in touch with developments. 


Reports: Treasurer's Report: Opening balance $ 14,735.72 Income $ 
326 Expenses $10.80 Closing balance: $15050.92 


Smart Living Market stall: Had 8 helpers from the Club, sold a 
“Wattles of Ballarat” book and handed out 15 syllabuses to inter- 
ested community members. 


Canadian Forest: John attended a meeting of the Friends of Canadian 
Corridor last week, going through submissions received regarding 
possible park uses and the classification of the park. Only 1 of 250 
online & 150 written submissions had any concerns about the use of 
the area as a public park. John also attended an onsite meeting with 
Philip Ingamells from VNPA about community expectations/ plans, 
and the likelihood that the most appropriate classification of the park 
is as a “Regional Park”’. 


Friends of the Yarrowee: John attended the initial meeting with op- 
tions for the structure of the group (“Friends of” and “Landcare”’) are 
being considered Next meeting in one month’s time. 


Corangamite Landcare Recognition Awards” included farm tour 
looking at Serrated Tussock control, tree planting, rock removal, 


change from grazing to cropping. Elspeth Swan accepted an award 
on behalf of the Moorabool Catchment Landcare Group. 


General Business 


The proposed date for Spring Camp of SEANA in 2016 now clashes 
with the confirmed date of the ANN Get-Together in Perth in 2016. 


Club member input into the website was encouraged, and anyone 
interested in posting stories and/ or photographs should contact John 
Gregurke. Members interested in reading new “posts” can select 
“Follow” on the Club’s website to receive an email letting them 
know each time that a story and/ or photos have been added to site. 


Ballarat Strategy: Online draft strategy for Ballarat’s future 1s on the 
City of Ballarat website. Section 5 covers the Ballarat Landscape and 
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environmental considerations. 


Treasurer of SEANA, Denis Thurgood, informed us that SEANA’s 
new website should be up and running as of today, June 5, 2015. 


John Gregurke drew our attention to a draft management plan for 
Victoria Park available online now through the Ballarat City Coun- 
cil’s website. 


Show & Tell 


Elspeth Swan told of a large group of Pretty-mouth Fungi on Mt 
Hope in Wombat Forest. Paul Norquay’s lemons have been zested 
again by Ring-tail Possums. Mid-May, Paul spied a large owl, 
probably a Powerful Owl judging by its wingspan as it flew away 
from its vantage point on a grape vine trellis post. 


In early May, John Morrish saw the first pair of Pied Currawongs he 
has seen at his place in Wendouree in the 11 years he has been there. 


Andy Arnold was thrilled to see young regenerating South Esk 
Pines, Callitris oblonga subsp. oblonga, around a large old tree near 
ZigZag Track, Cataract Gorge, Launceston. Steve Sorrell reported 
finding a rare mineral in a road cutting through Mt Cole. 


Margaret Thomas enjoyed a flock of a dozen New Holland Honey- 
eaters feeding in her Nerrina Garden and a Grey Shrike-thrush. 


Wayne McGuire observed a Ring-tail Possum in Camp St, Ballarat, 
and was excited to identify a Rose Robin 1n one of his old photos at 
Lake Burrumbeet, another new species for the area. 


John Gregurke counted 12 species of birds along the Leigh River and 
cricket ground at Shelford on June 5, and 60 Banded Stilt at Lake 
Burrumbeet on May 28 after a report of a much larger number had 
been received. John also found the Spiny Pimelea, Pimelea spines- 
cens which 1s classified as Critically Endangered under the Environ- 
ment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, flowering in 
roadside grassland on the Mt Mercer-Shelford Rd, the site of the 
largest surviving population. 


Emily Noble observed that Striated Greenhoods and Mosquito Or- 
chids are currently flowering, with Trim Greenhoods, Emerald-lip 
Greenhoods, Dwarf Greenhoods, Gnat Orchids and Helmet Orchids 
likely to be flowering in time for the July field trip to search for win- 
ter-flowering orchids in Dereel. 


CALENDAR 2015-16 


July 

Fri 3 Understanding our natural World (See p. 2)- Club members 

Sun 5 Excursion: Winter-flowering orchids, Dereel - Emily Noble, 
Club Member 

Tues 28 Committee meeting at John Gregurke’s 

August 

Fri 7 ANN Get-together Hobart 2014 — Various club members 

Sun 7 Exc: Eucalypts south of Ballarat - John Gregurke, Club mem 
ber 

Tues 25 Committee meeting TBA 


Committee 
President Peter Dalman 
Vice —Pres Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary Emily Noble 


Treasurer Les Hanrahan 


Claire Dalman Val Hocking 
John Gregurke John Mildren 
Wayne McGuire 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email:Secretary:- Emily Noble 

Editor: Fran Hanrahan 
Website: http://feldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr of Gillies 

and Gregory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training 

Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 
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